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Man kills self 
after standoff 
with police 

WETASKiwiN A Wetaskiwin 
man is dead after a long 
standoff with police Satur¬ 
day. 

Around 10 p.m., RCMP 
received a complaint of a 
domestic dispute in a 
home east of Wetaskiwin. 

After learning a 54-year- 
old man was alone inside 
the home armed with 
loaded guns, negotiators 
attempted to reason with 
him. 

Though negotiations 
went through the night, 
the man fired a number of 
shots from inside the 
home, and took his own 
life. 

STARS Air Ambulance 
rushed to the home, but 
the man was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

The name of the 
deceased is being withheld 
pending next of kin notifi¬ 
cation. METRO EDMONTON 


Glamour 
at the 
Globes 

pg 12 


before he 

was sent to hospital. 

The Alberta Serious Inci¬ 
dent Response Team is still 
investigating the incident 
to determine whether Gri- 
molfson died as a result of 
being Tasered. 

“He’s a really good char¬ 
acter, a really good guy, but 
it’s unfortunate that this 
happened in the last 20 
minutes of his life, said 
friend Gavin Fitzpatrick. 

“But a lot of people knew 
Trevor in a completely dif¬ 
ferent way.” 

Fitzpatrick said because 
Grimolfson was an active 
supporter of Monster Pro 
Wrestling, friends will be 
holding a special wrestling 
event on Saturday at 
Avenue Theatre. 

Money raised from the 
event will be put into a 
trust fund to help his two 
teenage children get “a 
head start when they turn 
18,” said Fitzpatrick. 

JEFF CUMMINGS/METRO EDMONTON 


Friends hold 
event in 
memory of 
Tasered man 


TRIBUTE Friends of a man 
who died after being 
Tasered by police say they 
are planning a special 
wrestling event “to 

remember a man that 
gave so much, despite 
his tragic death.” 
Trevor Grimolfson 
died while he was 
rushed to hospital on 
Oct. 30 shortly after he al¬ 
legedly assaulted someone 
inside a west-end 
pawnshop, 


Police 
said they 
were called 
to the scene 
and Tasered 
Grimolfson 
in order to 
control him 


Tickets 

• Tickets can 
be purchased 
at the Avenue 
Theatre in ad¬ 
vance at 9030 - 
118 St. 


Fire bombs suspected 


Arson unit called in for blaze at home of ex-Syncrude chief 


Oilers 


Edmonton’s Gilbert Brule scores against St. Louis Blues goalie Manny Legace during the second period of their game last night at 
Rexall Place. The Oilers beat the Blues 2 - 1 . Story, pg 10 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummingsQ metronews.ca 


An allegedly purposely lit 
blaze that gutted a south¬ 
west home owned by a 
former president of a ma¬ 
jor oil company could have 
been set by two Molotov 
cocktails, say neighbours. 

“They (police) told us that 
it was two Molotov cock¬ 
tails,” said Myron Skwarok 
who lives across the street 
from the gutted home at 
1744 Bearspaw Dr. W. 

“We don’t know if it was 
random, or if it was some¬ 
thing against the company. 
This really worries me.” 


Fire crews were called to 
the home shortly after 8 
p.m. Saturday after neigh¬ 
bours in the upscale cul-de- 
sac heard a large bang, say 
firefighters. 

The house, owned by for¬ 
mer Syncrude president Jim 
Garter, was completely en¬ 
gulfed, almost immediately 
destroying the garage and 
the entire front end of the 
home, say firefighters. 

The blaze, “originating 
outside the front of the 
home and the interior front 
window,” caused $850,000 
in damages, said fire investi¬ 
gator Rod Lewis yesterday. 

“This case has been turned 
over to the Edmonton Police 


Neighbours confirmed a house 
that went up in flames Satur¬ 
day was that of former Syn¬ 
crude president, Jim Carter. 

Service’s arson unit — it is in 
their hands now,” said Lewis 
who couldn’t confirm if the 
home was attacked by Molo¬ 
tov cocktails. 

“No one was inside when 
the fire started.” 


Fire investigators were 
seen using sniffing dogs 
around the badly charred 
home yesterday to deter¬ 
mine if a liquid was used to 
ignite the flames. 

Skwarok said Garter and 
his family are doing OK and 
he’s financially “well off” to 
deal with the aftermath of 
the fire. 

“He’s a very nice man and 
he always goes out of his 
way to help his neigh¬ 
bours,” said Skwarok. 

“We’ve never had any¬ 
thing like this happen in 
this neighbourhood. It’s 
devastating; my wife is still 
pretty upset. She didn’t get 
any sleep.” 
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Interested in promoting your city and its attractions? 

The city's Economic Development Corp. says it's looking for five new members to fill its 15-member board. The corporation, which looks after the Shaw Conference Centre, is responsi¬ 
ble for coming up with ideas to attract new business and tourism opportunities into Edmonton. Anyone interested can apply at Edmonton.ca/recruitment. metro edmonton 
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Citytv 

O ROGERS 


There is a hero living in Sherwood Park, according to Reader’s Digest. The 
magazine named Sherwood Park-resident Susan Fyfe as its Rescue Hero of 2008 for 
saving 100 neglected Arabian horses. Fyfe and others nursed the horses to health 
and then adopted the horses out. metro edmonton 
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Local hero 


Names for tiger 
cubs: Taiga, Amba 

ZOO After 1,000 entries, Ed¬ 
monton Valley Zoo’s Siber¬ 
ian tiger cubs have new 
names. The six-month-old 
cub will be named Taiga, 
and the three-month-old 
will be named Amba. 

The winners who named 
the cubs, Vivian and Lane, 
will be given a behind-the- 
scene look at how the 
tigers live at the zoo. 

METRO EDMONTON 
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WHAT'S ONLINE TODAY 


Video Quebecers split 
with fellow Canadians 
over support for 
coalition government at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Remembering I 
when the army dug 
Toronto out from the 
snow at metronews.ca 
/Canada 


Lotteries 


Friday, Jan. g 

Super 7:08,12,24,26,31 ,37 & 4 i Bonus C 

Saturday, Jan. 10 

Lotto 6/49:11,17,18,25,27 & 34 Bonus 3 
These results are not offidaL 


Bride-to-be Michelle Elliott, right, hunts for a wedding dress with friends, Colleen O'Connor, 
centre, and Lisa Mason during the Edmonton Bridal Fair, yesterday at the Shaw Conference Centre. 


Brides 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


Elizabeth Green is one 
bride that won’t be sucked 
into spending a small for¬ 
tune on her big day. 

She and thousands of 
brides-to-be looking for 
bargains flooded the Shaw 
Conference Centre yester¬ 
day, like a scene pulled 
from a zombie apocalypse 
film. 

Green said her decision 
to head to the Bridal Fair 
wasn’t made without her 
bottom line in mind. 

“It’s one big party for 
one day, and 1 don’t see 
why 1 should have to spend 
thousands of dollars to do 
it,” she said. 

Green is cutting back in 
creative ways, and has al¬ 
ready struck a deal with a 
photographer in exchange 
for la37ing laminate floor¬ 
ing in his home. 

Despite current economic 
uncertainty and rampant 
creative budgeting of atten¬ 
dees, event organizers feel 
brides are still willing to 
shell out for the big day. 


“They’re not looking for 
lower prices, they’re just 
shopping harder and being 
a little more astute in what 
they’re looking for,” said 
Bridal Fair producer Den¬ 
nis Eyjolfsson, citing hun¬ 
dreds of discount gowns 


that flew off the racks. 

Despite the economic 
downturn, the bridal in¬ 
dustry is essentially reces¬ 
sion-proof, he added. 

“This is a once-in-a- 
lifetime event, and they 
don’t do it again, for the 


most part,” Eyjolfsson said. 
“This issue with the econo¬ 
my is a mistake. The down¬ 
turn is not affecting this 
business.” 

More than 100 ex¬ 
hibitors and 3,000 visitors 
attended the event. 


Man treated 
after alleged 
knife attack 

JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@ metronews.ca 


INVESTIGATION A man 

believed to be in his 50s was 
rushed to hospital Saturday 
night after he was allegedly 
attacked by someone with a 
butcher knife, police said. 

Police say the man invited 
the suspect into his home 
near 154 Street and 95 
Avenue early in the evening 
to drink beer. 

When the man asked the 
suspect to leave some time 
around 11 p.m., police say 
the suspect became hostile 
before he allegedly attacked 
him with a butcher knife. 

Police say the victim used 
a pot as self-defence of the 
attacker, but the suspect was 
able to get away. 

The woimded man went 
outside to look for help be¬ 
fore he was spotted by a 
neighbour, who quickly 
called 911, police said. 

Police say they have a 28- 
year-old man in custody but 
have yet to press charges in 
relation to the attack. 
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HEALTH CARE Acupuncture ^ | Massage Therapy | Medical Office Administrator ^ | 
Pharmacy Technician Early Childhood Education 

TECHNOLOGY Network and Internet Security Specialist < | Help Desk Support Analyst 


BUSINESS 
& LEGAL 


Paralegal | Business Administration - E-Commerce Management | 
Professional Legal Assistant | Accounting & Payroll Administrator < | 

Oil & Gas Administrative Assistant ' | Hospitality \ Travel and Tourism \ 

Policing and Protection Services | Business Administration Management 


Financial Aid Available to Qualified Applicants 
Career Services Assistance 
High Graduate Employment Rates 
9 Campuses in AB 

Classes Filling Fast - Call Now to Reserve a Seat 


* Not All Programs Available 
At All Campuses. 

K Pertains To A Reeves 

'^4 College Program 

^ Pertains To A CDI 
College Program 


REEVES COLLEGE 

Guiding Your Success 


REEVES EDMONTON 780-990-1650 
WWW.REEVESC0LLEGE.CA 


CDI COLLEGE 


1 888-245-6567 
WWW.CDIC0LLEGE.CA 
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City advises cautious driving during winter cleanup 

Roadway maintenance crews have begun clearing softened snow and ice off of Edmonton's major roads this morning thanks to warmer weather, the city said yesterday. Motorists, 
however, are still being asked by the city to drive for winter road conditions and use extreme care when passing or approaching snow removal equipment, metro edmonton 


Food bank reaches 
Christmas goal 

DONORS Tireless volunteer 
hours and wildly successful 
holiday campaigns are be¬ 
ing credited for helping 
achieve the goal of the Ed¬ 
monton Food Bank for the 
Christmas season. 

Over $650,000 and 
225,000 kilograms of food, 
donated by generous Edm¬ 
ontonians, were collected. 

Organizers credit events 
like Bright Nights, Candy 
Cane Lane, ETS Stuff-a-Bus, 
Singing for Supper, 
Rosenau’s 18 Wheels of 
Christmas, IKEA Bed-in For 
Food, Maisie’s Magical 
Christmas House, CBC 
Turkey Drive, and a Christ¬ 
mas Carol at the Citadel 
Theatre, which brought in a 
whopping $54,000 alone. 

METRO EDMONTON 


News in brief 


EXPO VOLUNTEERS The City of 
Edmonton is inviting citizens to 
help take part in making histo¬ 
ry. Volunteer positions with the 
Expo 2017 bid committee are 
available, in desperate need of 
the right people to fill them. In¬ 
terested applicants are invited 
to an info session on Jan. 15 at 
7:30 p.m. at City Hall. Applica¬ 
tion packages are available at 
www.edmontonexpo2017.com. 

METRO EDMONTON 



Seven-year-old Nicole Frankiewicz scoots down an ice slide yester¬ 
day at the Deep Freeze Winter Festival, outside the Alberta Ave¬ 
nue Community League. The multicultural event features an ice 
sculpture competition and dozens of other family winter activities. 


Community 
gets fest lift 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysidesQ metronews.ca 


A midday whiteout wasn’t 
enough to keep visitors 
away from a winter 
celebration, which added 
to a list of recent 
initiatives changing the 
face of a dodgy 
neighbourhood. 

The Deep Freeze Byzan¬ 
tine Winter Festival 
brought hundreds of visi¬ 
tors to Alberta Avenue 
over the weekend, a spot 
traditionally absent from 
weekend warriors’ desti¬ 
nation lists. 

The festival is one of the 
many efforts by area resi¬ 
dents taken in the past 
few years to bring arts to 
the Ave, and put a pretty 
face on an ugly past. 

“Fm not afraid to bring 
my children here any¬ 
more,” said festival visitor 
Mary Anne Boucher, 
while warming her hands 
by a bonfire. 

Having bought her 
home in the area 18 


months ago, the mother 
of two said she would 
have never considered the 
community in the past, 
were conditions not no¬ 
ticeably improving. 

“It’s things like this that 
bring people out and 
make them embrace the 
community,” she said. “If 
we hide inside, the drug¬ 
gies and prostitutes will 
keep it — it belongs to 
everyone.” 

Carrot Community Arts 
Centre manager Irene 
Yauck credits some of the 
area’s new spirit to the ad¬ 
vent of a central meeting 
place. 

Situated on the corner 
of 93 Street and 118 Av¬ 
enue, the coffee house 
provides a venue for over 
300 area artists to share 
their work and ideas. 

“We’ve been packed the 
entire weekend,” she said 
with a smile. “This event 
is bringing people out on 
to the avenue, it’s great.” 

A flowering festival is 
planned for the area in 
the spring. 


Public input 
wanted into 
airport's future 

PLAN The debate on 
whether or not Edmonton’s 
City Centre Airport should 
be turned into a new 
residential community wiU 
now be taken to city 
residents and organizations. 

The city has hired an ex¬ 
ternal firm. Dialogue 
Partners Inc., to consult 
with the community. The 
firm has already begun 
interviewing people from 
many organizations, 
communities with different 
perspectives, said the city. 

The city wiU also launch a 
link on its website this week 
inviting residents to down¬ 
load a questionnaire form. 

“All their responses will 
be kept confidential for the 
report that goes back to city 
council on roughly March 
4,” said city spokesman 
Jason Darrah to iNews880. 

A city report last spring 
said the airport should be 
turned into a residential 
community that will be 
equal in size to a small city. 

The city could rake in $95 
million in annual property 
taxes if the airport is 
turned into a large develop¬ 
ment, the report said. 

JEFF CUMMINGS/METRO EDMONTON 
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SECURE YOUR FUTURE EVENT 

Take advantage of great offers on select Tax-Free Savings Account, RRSP, 
Mutual Funds\ savings and deposit products. 


TFSA High Rate 
Savings Account^ 

2.75% 

High Rate 

Savings Account^ 
(non-registered) 

up to 3.25% 

RRSP/RRIF 

Savings Option 

up to 3.25% 


RRSP 
Step Up 
GIC^ 


Year 1-2.60% 

Year 2-2.90% 

Year 3-3.00% 

Year 4-3.50% 

Year 5-6.75% 



Act now to lock in your offer at your local branch, or at 
hsbc.ca/secureyourfuture. This event only runs until March 16, 2009. 


HSBC<X^ 

The world's local bank 


Issued by HSBC Bank Canada 

Interest rates are expressed on a per annum basis. Rates are subject to change without notice. All offers are valid from January 8, 2009 - March 16, 2009. For funds transferred from another financial institution, funds must be deposited by March 16, 2009. These offers 
are valid for Personal customers only. Offers may be withdrawn, amended or extended without notice. For full details on terms and conditions, and to confirm the most recent rates, visit hsbc.ca/secureyourfuture, call 1-888-310-4722, or visit your local HSBC branch. 
'HSBC Mutual Funds are offered and distributed by HSBC Investment Funds (Canada) Inc., a subsidiary of HSBC Bank Canada, and authorized dealers. Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses may all be associated with mutual fund 
investments. Please read the prospectus before investing. Mutual funds are not guaranteed or covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation, HSBC Bank Canada, or any other deposit insurer. Their values change frequently and past performance may not be 
repeated. The unit value of money market funds may not remain constant. CA#M0800468 ^Bonus interest rate of 1.00% on new deposits up to a maximum of $500,000 until March 16, 2009. For TFSA products the maximum contribution for 2009 is $5,000. 
^$500 minimum deposit. Redemption is allowed with no penalty on the 3rd and 4th anniversary dates. At any other time the Redemption Rate of 0.5% applies. Interest will accrue daily and capitalize on the anniversary of the Contribution Date on the principal amount 
of the deposit at the rate of interest listed in the above table, which will be paid on the 3rd or 4th anniversary of the Contribution Date or at the Maturity Date. 
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Ontario man wins big 
with $3M poker prize 


MARTY YORK 

for Metro Canada 


Late Saturday night, at a 
luxurious resort on 
Paradise Island in the 
Bahamas, Pooria Nazari’s 
first name became an oxy¬ 
moron. 

That’s when Nazari, a 
22-year-old biochemistry 
graduate out of McMaster 
University, became a mul¬ 
timillionaire by winning a 
first prize of $3 million US 
in the largest poker tour¬ 
nament outside Las Vegas. 

Not a bad return on the 
Richmond Hill, Ont., na¬ 
tive’s original $33 invest¬ 
ment online at Poker- 


‘1t’s just a little 
hard for me to 
believe right now. 
It’s surreal.” 

Pooria Nazari 

Stars.net. In a Holl 5 AVOod 
sort of finish at the final 
table of the PokerStars 
Caribbean Adventure, 
Nazari needed only the 
fourth hand of heads-up 
competition against 
American Tony Gregg be¬ 
fore winning the champi¬ 
onship and striking it 
rich. 

Gregg had raised the 
pot to $650,000, Nazari 


made it $2 million, then 
Gregg shipped it all in. 

“How much, like, $8 
million?” Nazari, in his 
sunglasses, asked with lit¬ 
tle emotion. “1 call.” 

And he scraped out the 
triumph with a pair of 
10s, beating Gregg’s 
queen high. 

Gregg garnered $1.7 
million as the bridesmaid, 
but Nazari made history 
with top spot among the 
1,347 participants who 
competed for six days. 

“I’m really not sure 
what I’ll do with this 
money,” Nazari said after¬ 
ward. “It’s just a little 
hard for me to believe 
right now. It’s surreal.” 


'Two beer' defence under review 


LEGISLATION New federal leg¬ 
islation that virtually abol¬ 
ishes a “two-beer” defence 
to an impaired-driving 
charge is being pulled into 
court for a legal spot 
check. 

Before the new legisla¬ 
tion took effect last July 2, 
people accused of driving 
with more than .08 mil¬ 
ligrams of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of blood — par¬ 
ticularly if they were only 
marginally over the limit 
— would often argue they 
had consumed just two 
beers. They might also say 
they drank the last one not 


Objection 

• Some lawyers say the leg¬ 
islation is unconstitutional 
because it no longer per¬ 
mits them to raise reason¬ 
able doubt about the validi¬ 
ty of a breathalyzer result 
by calling evidence about 
their clients' pattern of alco¬ 
hol consumption 

long before the breath test, 
which could have resulted 
in more alcohol in their 
breath than in their blood. 

Under the new changes. 


part of the federal govern¬ 
ment’s Tackling Violent 
Crime Act, accused people 
who want to challenge a 
breathalyzer result are 
now required to provide 
technical evidence proving 
the equipment was mal¬ 
functioning or wasn’t oper¬ 
ated properly. 

The first step in the legal 
challenge begins today 
when defence lawyers and 
the Crown appear in the 
Superior Court of Justice 
for arguments over which 
level of court should hear 
the challenge. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Documents reveal split over detainee 


DOCUMENTS Canadian gov¬ 
ernment lawyers have re¬ 
peatedly raised concerns 
about the U.S. prosecution 
of Omar Khadr since he 
was only 15 when cap¬ 
tured, while publicly. 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper has supported the 
war crimes trial of the 
Toronto-born detainee. 

Internal government 
documents obtained by 
the Toronto Star state that 
“Canada considers that 
Omar Khadr’s juvenile sta¬ 
tus should be taken into 


U.S. response 

• The Pentagon has stated 
that Khadr's age could be a 
factor during sentencing if 
he's convicted, but that it 
has not influenced the con¬ 
ditions of his detention 
and will not impact his 
prosecution. 

account in all aspects of 
his detention, treatment, 
proceedings and possible 
sentence.” 

The more than 100 heav¬ 


ily censored pages of docu¬ 
ments from Canada’s Jus¬ 
tice and Foreign Affairs De¬ 
partments include legal 
opinions about Khadr’s 
case and Guantanamo’s 
war crimes trials. 

But concerns about 
Khadr’s age are repeatedly 
noted and appear to reveal 
a schism between Harper, 
who has not publicly chal¬ 
lenged the legality of the 
White House’s military 
commissions, and the bu¬ 
reaucrats providing legal 
advice, torstar news service 


News in brief 


B.C. Deadly avalanches have 
struck British Columbia moun¬ 
tain country again, leaving one 
snowmobiler dead and anoth¬ 
er missing in separate 
snowslides. RCMPin Chetwynd 


say a group of 14 snowmobil- 
ers were hit by an avalanche in 
a remote mountainous area 
shortly after 2 p.m. yesterday, 
and one person from this party 
is believed to be dead. About 


an hour before the Chetwynd 
avalanche, another rumbled 
down Mara Mountain in the 
province's interior, leaving one 
of three snowmobilers 
missing. the Canadian press 
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140-year-old lobster to be released back into ocean by seafood restaurant 

A lobster thought to be about 140 years old will be returned to the ocean after briefly becoming the mascot for a New York City restaurant, an animal rights 
group said. The 20 -pound lobster was caught about two weeks ago and bought for $100 US by City Crab and Seafood to become its mascot, reuters 



World 


Elder Bush a 'nut' for skydiving 

U.S. President George W. Bush said yesterday he thought his father, the 
former president, is a “nut” to plan to celebrate his 85th birthday with 
another skydive. “You’re going to have some trouble convincing Moth¬ 
er” about doing the next parachute jump. Bush, 62, told his father, 
George H.W. Bush, who turns 85 on June 12. reuters 


Israeli reservists sent to Gaza 



An Israeli soldier looks out from atop an armoured personnel carrier yesterday as smoke rises 
across the border from the northern Gaza Strip. 


Obama vows overhaul 
of U.S. financial rescue 


Politician’s maternity leave defended 


Israel threw reservists into 
battle in the Gaza Strip 
yesterday and at least 31 
Palestinians were killed 
on the 16th day of an 
offensive the Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert said 
was close to achieving its 
aims. 

The reservists had been 
held back until now, as Is¬ 
raeli leaders ponder a full- 
scale assault on Gaza’s 
towns and cities to try to 
destroy Hamas’ ability to 
fire rockets into Israel. 

It was unclear whether 
Israeli forces had been or¬ 
dered to storm into built- 
up areas, risking higher 
military casualties as well 
as heavy civilian losses. 

Olmert, Defence Minis¬ 
ter Ehud Barak and For¬ 
eign Minister Tzipi Livni 
met to discuss their next 
move, Israel radio said, 
predicting more attacks on 
smuggling tunnels used by 
Hamas on the Gaza-Egypt- 


ian border. 

Thick black smoke rose 
over the city of Gaza as 
fighting raged on in the 
Hamas-ruled territory in 
defiance of a UN Security 


Gouncil demand for a 
ceasefire. 

The Palestinian death 
toll since the offensive be¬ 
gan reached 890, many of 
them civilians, medical of¬ 


ficials said. About 3,600 
Palestinians have been 
wounded. Thirteen Israelis 
— three civilians and 10 
soldiers — have been 
killed. REUTERS 


ECONOMY U.S. president¬ 
elect Barack Obama vowed 
to retool a US$700-billion 
financial rescue plan to 
save families from foreclo¬ 
sure, and his aides met 
congressional leaders yes¬ 
terday to chart fresh 
spending measures. 

Obama said his staff was 
working closely with con¬ 
gressional leaders to modi¬ 
fy terms of the rescue plan 
and draft a broader stimu- 


F RANGE French female 
politicians defended Jus¬ 
tice Minister Rachida Dati 
yesterday against critics 
who say she acted irre¬ 
sponsibly by taking five 
days maternity leave. 

French mothers are enti¬ 
tled to 16 weeks paid 
leave, and women’s groups 
say her decision to rush 


lus package that could, tak¬ 
en together, inject more 
than a trillion dollars into 
the ailing economy. 

“We’re going to have a 
collaborative, consultative 
process with Gongress over 
the next few days,” said 
Obama, who takes over as 
president from President 
George W. Bush on Jan. 20. 

Obama wants passage of 
a stimulus plan by mid- 
February. REUTERS 


back after daughter Zohra 
was born would put pres¬ 
sure on others to do the 
same. 

The move has been un¬ 
popular among the French 
public. A poll in the Jour¬ 
nal du Dimanche newspa¬ 
per said 56 per cent 
thought she had returned 
too early. reuters 



i’m lovin’ it® 


McDonald’s® 
is Proud 
to Sponsor 
Promoters of 
the Week 



CONGRATULATIONS 


Each Promoter will 
receive a McDonald’s 
gift certificate 



Do it daily. 


News in brief 


iNDONESiA An Indonesian fer¬ 
ry carrying 250 passengers 
sank yesterday after being bat¬ 
tered by a large wave in the 
country's east yesterday. Offi¬ 
cials said bad weather and 
nightfall made rescue efforts 
difficult. Six deaths have been 


confirmed in the accident. 
POLiTiCS Battling murders and 
an economic crisis, Mexico's 
Felipe Calderon will urge U.S. 
president-elect Barack Obama 
today to support his drug war 
and stick to the NAFTA trade 
deal. Calderon will be the first 


foreign leader that Obama sits 
down with since his election. 
DEATH The youngest Briton to 
scale Mount Everest has died 
climbing France's Mont Blanc. 
The body of 21-year-old Rob 
Gauntlett was found on Satur¬ 
day morning. reuters 


Do you, your brother or 
sister have Crohn's Disease? 


You are invited to join this Canada-wide research study 
to heip identify the possibie causes of Crohn's Disease. 

Contact us if: 

• You are the brother or sister of a Crohn's Disease patient 

• You are generally healthy 

• You are between the ages of 6 and 35 

For this study, you will be asked to: 

• Attend 2 one hour visits 

• Complete 3 questionnaires 

• Provide a blood, stool and urine sample 

Help us find the cause. 

Contact us at: www.gemproject.ca 

or 

Call: 1-866-803-9632 

MOUNT SINAI 

Joseph and Wolf Lebovic 

Principal Investigator: Dr. K. Croitoru Funding provided by: 


THE GEM PROJECT 
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Comment & Views 


Comment 


It’s better left unsaid 

Or men should just learn to read a woman’s mind 



S omeone said, “Life 
is lived in the sub¬ 
text.” I’m not sure 
who said it. Possibly 
me. 

What it means is, if you 
want to find the truth of 
what another person is 
thinking, it’s not enough to 
listen to what they say. You 
have to search underneath, 
far below the surface to find 
out what’s really going on. 
Depending on how you 
look at it, this is either wise, 
insightful life advice or an 
excellent plot for a sci-fi 
movie. 

When it comes to dealing 
with subtext, people fall in¬ 
to two categories. Some 


have no idea subtext exists. 
Generally, we call these 
people “men.” This ac¬ 
counts for painful events 
like this. 

A week ago, a friend 
called, sobbing that her 
husband hadn’t bought her 
a birthday gift. Apparently, 
he’d asked the week 
before what she 
wanted — 
she’d said, 

“Oh honey, 
being mar¬ 
ried to you 
is 

enough,” 
and, inex¬ 
plicably in 
the opinion of 
every woman 
she told this to, 
he believed her. 

All miscommuni- 
cation between men and 
women could be eliminated 
entirely if men would take 
the time to learn one sim¬ 
ple skill — how to read our 
minds. Women, on the oth¬ 


er hand, not only know sub¬ 
liminal messages exist, 
we’ve turned it into an ex¬ 
treme sport. I’ve spent 
many hours with my girl¬ 
friends, hun¬ 
kered over 
glasses of red 
wine and low- 
fat nacho 
chips, happily 
pla 3 dng “Guess 
The Subtext.” 
Friend: He is¬ 
n’t taking me 
to the basket¬ 
ball game. He 
says it’s be¬ 
cause I keep 
telling him I 
don’t like sports. 
Us: That’s what he 

says. 

And the game begins. 

It is possible for subtext 
to go unrecognized be¬ 
tween two women. On the 
flimsy excuse that she has 
vacation days to use or 
she’ll lose them, and I have 
no time off available, my 



partner, Liz, recently an¬ 
nounced that she’s going on 
a cruise with her mother 
and without me. My subtext 
went like this: 

Me: That’s so great. I’m 
happy for you. 

Subtext: You’re what? 

Me: I mean, what would 
you do if you stayed here? 

Cook me dinner, paint 
the laundry room like you 
keep promising, be waiting 
at the door when I come 
home ... 

Me: Of course. I’m happy 
for you. I love you. 

Even more than my iPod. 
I love my tunes. Hey, if Liz is 
away I can crank up the 
David Cook CD, sing really 
loud and practise my rock 
moves in the living room ... 
naked! 

So maybe sometimes, 
there are things better left 
unsaid. 


Anne Hines is an author and humour writer. 
She has written three novels and one 
collection of nonfiction humour. 


Views 


Bike sharing can complement transit 



Brian 

Gould 


Bicycling might be a sur¬ 
prising subject for a winter 
edition of an Edmonton 
transit column, but for 
many transit riders, myself 
included, this is the time 
when bikes are missed the 
most. 

For many trips, bikes out¬ 
perform buses. Only along 
the LRT or for long trips 
does ETS win out, which is 
why I spent the summer 
without a transit pass. 

Another disappointing 
reason to discuss bicycling 
is the loss of Edmonton’s 
small bike sharing society. 


People’s Pedal, after a sin¬ 
gle season of theft reduced 
100 bikes to five. 

Bike sharing, done cor¬ 
rectly, is an incredible addi¬ 
tion to a transit system. 
Long walks become quick 
rides. Storage becomes 
someone else’s problem. 

Bikes on trains and buses 
are great, but peak-hour 
LRT restrictions and a lack 
of buses with racks dampen 
my enthusiasm. 

While welcome, small 
systems can’t supply the 
critical mass of stations and 
bicycles, nor make the in¬ 
vestment in electronic sta¬ 
tions and ticketing. 

A new wave of large sys¬ 
tems across Europe has 
worked out the kinks, with 
conspicuous bicycles de¬ 
signed with unique parts — 
durable, perfect for city rid¬ 
ing, and highly theft- and 
vandalism-resistant. 


Lest the argument be 
made that it would never 
work in Edmonton, 
Toulouse was a pioneer 
with a million people and 
Montreal is launching an 
April-to-November system 
in 2009. 

Montreal’s first phase 
covers about 25 square kilo¬ 
metres with 300 stations — 
meaning a bike is generally 
less than 150 metres away. 

Assuming Edmonton 
would be better served with 
fewer stations (100) and a 
slightly longer walk (200 
metres), the system’s core 
could stretch from 107 Av¬ 
enue to Whyte Avenue and 
124 Street to 95 Street, hit¬ 
ting the university, down¬ 
town, and Old Strathcona. 

A quarter of those sta¬ 
tions could go along the full 
length of the river valley — 
increasing the system’s 
reach while providing an 


excellent recreational op¬ 
portunity. 

Gost is the best part. 
Fares are free for a half- 
hour ride to encourage the 
kind of short use that rein¬ 
forces transit, and the an¬ 
nual subscription is usually 
less than a monthly transit 
pass. 

Montreal is planning to 
break even overall. Euro¬ 
pean systems have lower 
fares because advertisers 
fund them — this is more 
capitalism than socialism. 

As for discussing this in 
the winter, who better to 
contribute the advocacy 
time than cyclists now 
stuck riding (and waiting 
for) the bus? 


Brian Gould is a transportation planner and 
has served in a variety of roles with the 
Transit Riders' Union of Edmonton. He is 
committed to being car-less and is a vocal 
critic of auto-centric planning. 



Letters 


Virtuous men are on 
the defensive these days 


I, too, had the pleasure of 
knowing Steven Mills and 
his family. It is a crazy 
time. 

Terrence Harding’s piece 
(Good men needed to raise 
good men —Jan. 7) was ex¬ 
pertly written and so 


poignant I had to com¬ 
ment. 

Though I feel none of us 
are good, virtuous men are 
on the defensive these 
days and it is cooler to be a 
drug-addicted gay atheist 
than a homespun tradi¬ 
tional God-fearing family 
man. God help us all. 

TERRY MCKINNON, EDMONTON 


Worth mentioning 


U.S. group urges ban on 
cellphones while driving 


The National Safety Goun- 
cil, which campaigned to 
get U.S. states to enforce 
seatbelt laws, is taking on 
cellphones, saying yester¬ 
day it was starting a cam¬ 
paign to ban all use of mo¬ 
bile phones while driving. 

Even so-called hands-free 
devices should be banned, 
because studies show they 
do not make it any safer to 
talk on the phone while 
driving, the group said. 

“It’s time to take the cell¬ 
phone away,” said Janet 
Froetscher, NSG president 


and chief executive officer. 

“Studies show that driv¬ 
ing while talking on a cell¬ 
phone is extremely danger¬ 
ous and puts drivers at a 
four times greater risk of a 
crash,” Froetscher said in a 
telephone interview. 

Last month, Dave Strayer 
of the University of Utah 
and colleagues demonstrat¬ 
ed that drivers using a 
hands-free device drifted 
out of their lanes and 
missed exits more frequent¬ 
ly than drivers talking to a 
passenger. reuters 


Metro Online Poll Results 


.«% 

Are you worried about 

Not sure 

nanotechnoloov? 



SAID Weigh in on today's question at metronews.ca 

SAID 


Somewhat 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: edmontonletters@metronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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Conserve water while brushing your teeth 

Turn off the tap while you brush your teeth. You can save up to eight litres per minute, or about 
80 per cent of the water you normally use, according to goblue.org. metro news services 


Going Green 


Ideal fridge temperature 


Did you know the ideal internal temperature of your fridge is usual¬ 
ly between 3 C and 4 C? When your fridge is kept too cold, it wastes 
energy and can taint your food. To check, place an appliance ther¬ 
mometer in a glass of water on the middle shelf and let it stand for 
five to eight hours. If the reading is not in the ideal range, adjust 
the temperature accordingly. 


DAVID SUZUKI FOUNDATION 


EDITOR: MIKE DEREZYCKY, MIKE.DEREZYCKY^METRONEWS.CA 


Drive right to the bank 

Fight the crunch by keeping your transportation economical 


EMMA FORREST 

Metro World 


Everyone is panicking 
about global recession, 
but you can cut the cost of 
your motoring bill by 
making some really easy 
changes. However you 
get around, keep it low- 
cost. 


1 D 0 you need to 
drive? Why not walk 
to the supermarket, 
and trade your car for a bus 
or bike for your daily com¬ 
mute? 


2 If you must go by 
car, carpool and you 
can share the cost of 
driving with your friends. 


3 Drive smoothly — 
braking and revving 
the engine use more 
fuel. Stick to the 
speed limit: Your car pol¬ 
lutes most at very low or 
high speeds. 


frierit ^ 


Be aerodynamic: The 
more aerodynamic 
^your car is, the less 
: will use, so cut drag 
by removing your roof rack, 
and closing your windows. 


Set your tires to the 
correct pressure and 
you’ll use up to 10 
^^ent less fuel. 

6 If you’re considering 
buying a car, buy the 
smallest and cheap¬ 
est car that suits your 
needs. It will cost less to in¬ 
sure and operate. 



2008 was 
10th hottest 
on record 

TEMPERATURES It might feel 
cold, but the world is get¬ 
ting hotter and global 
warming remains a 
danger, the United Nations 
weather agency WMO said 
late last week. 

Weather studies since 
1850 show an undeniable 
increase in temperature. 
World Meteorological Or¬ 
ganization spokeswoman 
Gaelle Sevenier said. 

While 2008 was cooler 
than the previous year, it 
was the 10th warmest year 
since records started, Seve¬ 
nier noted. REUTERS 


Times Square 
gets "Eco-Board" 

POWER The world’s first 
billboard running solely 
on wind and solar power is 
ready to make its debut in 
the capital of all billboards 
— New York’s Times 
Square. The “Eco-Board” 
weighs 35,000 pounds and 
will be powered by 16 ver¬ 
tical wind turbines and 64 
solar panels. 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


FOOD The warming climate is 
likely to put stress on crops and 
livestock alike and could cause 
serious food shortages for half 
the world's population, U.S. re¬ 
searchers predicted late last 
week. The worst effects will be 
in the regions where the poor¬ 
est people already live — the 
tropics and subtropics, the re¬ 
searchers wrote in the journal 
Science. But temperate regions 
will see very warm average 
temperatures, they added. 

REUTERS 
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Has gas bottomed out? 

The average price for a gallon of gasoline in the United States has risen to $1.7793 US a gallon for the first time since the July all- 
time high of $4.11 US, indicating the bottom has likely been hit, according to a nationwide Lundberg survey. Reuters 
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Business 



Country Home mag tossed 


Magazine publisher Meredith Corp. is the latest media group to take a 
hit from the economy, as it cuts 250 jobs, closes its Country Home 
magazine and takes a $i 6 -million US second-quarter charge because 
of poor advertising. It is also moving its ReadyMade and Parents.com 
brands to its headquarters in Des Moines, Iowa. reuters 


EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA^METRONEWS.CA 



Hyundai's president of research and product development, Lee Hyun-soon, poses in front of the 
Hyundai Genesis with the award for North American Car of the Year during the North American In¬ 
ternational Auto Show in Detroit. 


Hyundai takes Detroit’s 
car of the year award 


Hyundai Motor Co. took 
car of the year award at 
the Detroit auto show yes¬ 
terday, marking a major 
step for the South Korean 
automaker in its push to 
produce a more upscale, 
mass-market vehicle for 
U.S. consumers. 

The Hyundai Genesis 
was named the 2009 North 
American Car of the Year, 
while Ford Motor Co.’s F- 
150 was named Truck of 


the Year. 

The awards, which au¬ 
tomakers typically use to 
market their vehicles, 
were made by a panel of 50 
U.S. and Canadian automo¬ 
tive journalists and pre¬ 
sented at the start of the 
North American Interna¬ 
tional Auto Show. The 
awards are in its 16th year. 

“This is not only a nod to 
our team, but also a nod to 
our customers, who keep 


pushing us,” said Mark 
Fields, head of Ford’s oper¬ 
ations in the Americas. 

REUTERS 


Last year*s wins 

• In 2008, General Motors 
won car of the- ear for the 
Chevrolet Malibu and took 
both car and truck honours 
at the 2007 show. 


Toyota unveils electric 
commuter for 2012 


AUTOS Toyota Motor Corp. 
said it would launch an all¬ 
electric car for city com¬ 
muting by 2012 in the 
United States as part of its 
plan to speed up the intro¬ 
duction of green cars as its 
global sales falter. 

The FT-EV concept made 
its debut at the North 
American International Au¬ 
to Show in Detroit yester¬ 
day, where the automaker 
also unveiled two new gaso¬ 
line-electric hybrid cars. 

The FT-EV concept 


shares a platform with the 
tiny iQ^ urban commuter 
car, which runs on a gaso¬ 
line engine and emits just 
99 grams of carbon dioxide 
per kilometre. 

Toyota said the concept 
car is targeted at the urban 
dweller driving up to 80 
km between home and 
work, for instance. 

Toyota join rivals Gener¬ 
al Motors and Nissan in the 
race to grab the lead in the 
zero-emission car segment. 

REUTERS 


ATTN: 

LOCAL PEOPLE 


We need you to work 
from home, online. | 
*1500-*4500, P/T&F/T 

Call Eva at 

780 - 798-3482 



NUTRI-LAWN 

Ecology Friendly Lawn Care 

In Edmonton, A Division of GreenLawn 


OUTBOUND TELEPHONE AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SALES REPS 


Hourly Wage: $15.75+ 

Fax your resume to 
780-436-0474^ Email: 
careers@nutrilawnedmonton.ca 


Gas crisis to end 
under EU watch? 

DISPUTE European Union 
monitors arrived at a Russ¬ 
ian gas-export pipeline 
yesterday, as part of a ten¬ 
tative, EU-brokered agree¬ 
ment between Russia and 
Ukraine to end a supply 
cut-off that has sparked a 
mid-winter energy crisis. 

Monitors are being put 
in place to reassure 
Moscow that Ukraine is 
not siphoning off gas 
intended for customers in 
Europe. reuters 


Downtown law firm requires a 
QUMLZ 


aS^ISiTANMRAimii 


fluent in German (written and spoken). 

Benefits package and salary 

commensurate with experience. 


Please reply in confidence 

to Penny Stachnik, 


Ph: 780.426.4133 
Fax: 780.424.1588 
Email; pstachnik@snyder.ca 


Business in brief 


Satyam acts 
fast to fix 
fraud fallout 

SCANDAL The Indian 
government installed a 
new board at Satyam Com¬ 
puter Services Ltd. yester¬ 
day as authorities stepped 
up efforts to limit the 
damage from massive ac¬ 
counting fraud. 

The three-member 
board was to meet today 
to lay out a roadmap for 
restoring confidence of 
clients and staff following 
revelations of accounting 
fraud, as well as restating 
the accounts. 

Named to the board 
were Housing Develop¬ 
ment Finance Corp. chair¬ 
man Deepak Parekh, Kiran 
Karnik, formerly of 
National Association of 
Software and Service Com¬ 
panies and C. Achutan, a 
formerly with the Securi¬ 
ties and Exchange Board 
of India. reuters 


POLITICS Mary Schapiro, 
picked to head the Securities 
and Exchange Commission by 
president-elect Barack Obama, 
could face a bumpy ride after 
confirming she was connected 
to Bernard Madoff's $50-billion 
US Ponzi scheme through her 
current post as head of broker¬ 
age watchdog Financial Indus¬ 
try Regulatory Authority (FIN- 
RA). Critics say FINRA, which is 
overseen by the SEC, should 
have been closely watching 


Madoff, who was registered as 
a broker-dealer entity. Howev¬ 
er, analysts still expect 
Schapiro to be confirmed in 
her new role. 

BAILOUT GM's chief executive 
says $13.4 billion US it has re¬ 
ceived in U.S. government 
loans will carry the company 
through to March, at which 
time it will review any need for 
further taxpayer-funded loans. 

REUTERS 




com 


Why didn't I shop around 
for my car insurance? 


V SAVED m 

$1,534 


I could have saved 
lots of money like 
he did. 


InsuranceHotline 

Your Search Engine for the Lowest Insurance Rates 


In this time of economic uncertainty, you need to save your hard earned dollars. 
The best and easiest way to save lots of money is to shop for the lowest rate on 
your car insurance. 

lnsuranceHotline.com can help you find the best price by quoting over 
30 major insurance companies and arranging them by the 3 lowest rates. 

It's fast, safe and FREE. 

Annual savings shown based on actual consumer quote data and results on lnsuranceHotline.com 


GET THE 3 LOWEST RATES FROM OVER 30 MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES 

Go online to lnsuranceHotLine.com 
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Ferbey wins TSN Skins Game 

Edmonton's Randy Ferbey defeated Ontario's Glenn Howard in the $ 100,000 TSN Skins Game at Casino Ra¬ 
ma in Rama, Ont., yesterday. Ferbery's rink will take home $70,000 for the victory, metro news services 



Tebow opts to stay in school 

Fresh off carrying Florida to its second national championship in three years, 
Gators quarterback Tim Tebow, left, announced yesterday he will remain in 
school for his senior season. The 2007 Heisman Trophy winner surprised a large 
crowd celebrating Florida’s 24-14 victory over Oklahoma in the BCS title game on 
Thursday by saying he will be back in uniform for the Gators next season. Tebow 
finished third in the Heisman voting this past season. metro news services 


SPORTS^METRONEWS.CA 


Oilers squeak past Blues 

AHL call-up Potulny gets a pair of assists in victory 



Edmonton Oilers' goalie Dwayne Roloson pounces on a loose puck against the St. Louis Blues dur¬ 
ing the third period of their NHL game at the Rexall Place in Edmonton last night. 


NHL RESULTS 


Edmonton 2 | St. Louis 1 



for Metro Edmonton 


THE SKINNY: The Oilers 
wrapped up a five-game 
homestand with a 3-2 record, 
snapping a two-game losing 
skid on goals by Gilbert Brule 
and Sam Gagner in front of a 
21-save performance by 
Dwayne Roloson. 


TH E QUOTE: “It was an ear¬ 
ly morning, but you have to 
play through tough stuff," said 
Ryan Potulny, who began his 
trip to Edmonton at 5 a.m. Sun¬ 
day after being recalled from 
Springfield of the AHL. “Just 
the excitement of being here 
and the adrenalin got me go¬ 
ing." 


THE BIG PLAY: It was 1-1 in 
the third period when Erik 
Cole feathered a cross-ice pass 
in the high slot to Gagner, who 
one-timed an off-speed 
slapshot high past a screened 


Manny Legace at 6:31. 


POTULNY PRODUCTIVE 

Potulny, the leading scorer in 
Springfield when recalled Sat¬ 
urday, made his debut with the 
Oilers by picking up two 
assists. 


ABOUT TIME: Brule's 1-1 
goal on a breakaway in the sec¬ 
ond period was his first as a 


member of the Oilers and his 
first in 56 games, dating back 
to Oct. 31,2007. He went top 
shelf on Legace. 


THE RUMBLING: The Oil¬ 
ers hit the halfway mark in 
their season with a home 
record of 9-8-3. So much for a 
tough road schedule to start 
the season being a factor. 
They've got 11 road wins (11- 


10 - 0 ). 


HEAD GAMES: Ales Hem- 
sky missed his seventh straight 
game with a concussion, while 
Robert Nilsson sat out after 
getting his bell rung in Friday's 
4-1 loss to San Jose. 


THE NEXT GAME: The Oil 

ers are in Washington tomor¬ 
row to play the Capitals. 


Stepanek wins 
title Down Under 

TENNIS Radek Stepanek of 
the Czech 
Republic 
upset 

Spain’s Fer¬ 
nando Ver- 
dasco 3-6, 6- 
3, 6-4 

yesterday to 
claim the 
men’s 
singles title 
at the inau¬ 
gural Brisbane 
International in Australia. 

REUTERS 

Broncos to hire 
McDaniels: Report 

NFL The Denver Broncos 
have reached agreement 
to name New England of¬ 
fensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels their new head 
coach, ESPN.com is report¬ 
ing. 

McDaniels, 32, replaces 
Mike Shanahan, who was 
fired Dec. 30 after 14 years 
on the job. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



Steelers light up the Chargers 


WUMe Parker rushed for a 
game-best 146 yards with 
two touchdowns on 27 
carries as the Pittsburgh 
Steelers advanced to the 
AFC title game with a con¬ 
vincing 35-24 victory over 
the San Diego Chargers in 
an AFC divisional matchup 
from Heinz Field in Pitts¬ 
burgh yesterday. 

Ben Roethlisberger com¬ 
pleted 17-of-26 passes for 
181 yards and a score for 
the Steelers. Santonio 
Holmes returned a punt for 
a touchdown, while Hines 
Ward led the receiving 
corps with 70 yards on four 
receptions. 

Eagles 23, Giants 11 — 

Donovan McNabb threw for 
a touchdown and rushed 
for another and the Eagles 
defence kept the New York 
Giants out of the end zone, 
as the defending Super 
Bowl champions were oust¬ 
ed by rival Philadelphia, 23- 
11, in a physical NFC Divi¬ 
sional playoff battle. 



Santonio Holmes of the Pittsburgh Steelers fights off defenders 
to score a touchdown on a 67 -yard punt return against the San 
Diego Chargers during their AFC playoff game yesterday at Heinz 
Field in Pittsburgh. The Steelers defeated the Chargers 35-24- 


NFL Conference Championship games 

Both games play Sunday, Jan. 18 

• NFC: Philadelphia (11-6-1) at • AFC: Baltimore (i 3 - 5 ) at 
Arizona {11-7), 4 p.m. Pittsburgh ( 13 - 4 ), 730 p.m. 


METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Brule handling 
seems strange 



f all the ques¬ 
tionable deci¬ 
sions the Ed¬ 
monton Oilers 
have made 
with players this season, 
the handling of Gilbert 
Brule ranks up there in 
terms of head-scratchers. 

Brule played his 152nd 
NHL game against St. Louis 
last night, meaning he is 
just eight games from hav¬ 
ing to clear waivers to move 
between Edmonton’s roster 
and the minors. 

You’d think, seeing as Ed¬ 
monton traded Raffi Torres 
to Columbus to get the tal¬ 
ented speedster, there’d be 
some sense of urgency in 
wanting to assess Brule be¬ 
fore that 160-game mark to 
see if he’s in the plans. 

But there was Brule last 
night, stuck on the fourth 
line with Kyle Brodziak and 
Steve MacIntyre while Liam 
Reddox played alongside 
Dustin Penner and Shawn 
Horcoff. 

Mind-boggling. 

“It’s in the back of my 
mind,” Brule said of the 
waiver rules under the CBA. 
“1 look at my games played 
and it’s part of the rules, but 
I’m just trying to go out 
there and play the best 1 can 
with the chances I’m giv¬ 
en.” 

Now, there’s no disputing 
the Blue Jackets rushed 
Brule into the NHL as an 18- 
year-old after drafting him 
sixth overall in 2005, so pa¬ 
tience is something of a 
virtue. 

Still, with just eight 
games before teams can 
claim Brule before any as¬ 
signment to the minors, 
does playing him on the 



fourth line make sense? 
Well, no. Unless you’re 
coach Craig MacTavisti. 

Brule, now 22, desperate¬ 
ly wants a shot here. He’s an 
Edmonton boy, after all. 
When Ales Hemsky went 
down with a concussion, it 
looked like a perfect time to 
get that shot. Not so fast. 

“I’d like to play more, ob¬ 
viously,” said Brule. “I’d like 
to show my stuff.” 

BILL OF GOODS? 

The focus on the Oilers 
shortcomings has been on 
the players and the way 
MacTavish has used them, 
but let’s not forget the big¬ 
ger picture. While Kevin 
Lowe has stepped back 
from day-to-day dealings 
since being named presi¬ 
dent of hockey operations, 
leaving Steve Tambellini to 
take over as CM, this is the 
team he built. 

Every player on the ros¬ 
ter, with the exception of 
Ethan Moreau, arrived after 
Lowe took over as CM June 
9, 2000. The collection of 
players here has been draft¬ 
ed on Lowe’s watch, traded 
for or acquired by Lowe and 
signed to contracts with 
him calling the shots. 

With optimism abound¬ 
ing in pre-season, we were 
led to believe Tambellini 
was being handed the keys 
to a shiny new sports car 
and that fans were in for 
quite a ride. Instead, it looks 
like Tambellini’s got a 
clunker in need of a full- 
scale rebuild. 

That falls on Lowe. 

WHILE I'M AT IT 

If Rob Schremp isn’t in 
the plans here, and he isn’t, 
it’s time to move him ... 
With Jeff Deslauriers due 
back from the conditioning 
assignment in the AHL, are 
the Oilers any closer to re¬ 
solving their three-goal- 
tender situation? 


In a decade covering the Edmonton sports 
scene, Robin Brownlee has been the 
news-breaker and insightful voice for 
sports fans in Oil Country. 


Sports in brief 


NHL The Edmonton Oilers 
placed right wing Zack Stortini 
on injured reserve yesterday 
and recalled centre Ryan Potul¬ 
ny from Springfield of the AHL. 

NBA Atlanta Hawks forward Al 
Horford missed yesterday's 


game against the 76 ers and 
will miss the team's next three 
games with a bone bruise to 
his right knee. On the season, 
Horford has averaged 10.8 
points and 8.7 rebounds in 33 
games. 
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Hey! Lets plan a fight 



-he first fight Si¬ 
mon Fon ever de¬ 
signed got him a 
standing ovation. 

He’d just gradated from 
the theatre program at 
York University and was 
doing the Dream in High 
Park in Toronto. He and 
veteran actor Philip Aiken 
were to fight using shields 
and Japanese staffs, but 
there was no choreogra- 
phy. 

The two worked for 
hours on it, and the cast 
stood up and applauded 
when they did it for the 
first time. Fon now had a 
new passion besides act¬ 
ing. 

Using the skills he’d 
learned in stage combat 
classes in school, plus the 
athleticism that had him 
tr 5 dng sports as diverse as 
hockey and fencing, Fon 
started fight directing for 
small plays, often convinc¬ 
ing the director he was 
needed and working for lit¬ 
tle to no money. 

Over time, he got more 
and more work — especial¬ 
ly when directors saw that 
a properly choreographed 
fight was a lot more inter¬ 
esting. He eventually got 
film and TV work, where 
he did fight directing, stunt 
work and acting, usually of 
highly physical roles. 

\Afrien he works on a 



Simon Fon discovered his passion, planning fights, after graduating from university. 


movie, TV show or play, he 
usually meets with the di¬ 
rector first to find out what 
he or she wants from the 
fight: how long it should 
be, what weapons the ac¬ 
tors will use and how 
rough it should get. 

On his own, he comes up 
with a basic fight that fits 
those requirements. Then 
he meets with the perform¬ 
ers. “You really do have to 
get inside the actors’ 
heads,” he says. Using 
mainly their ideas — he of¬ 
ten leaves his own notes 
sitting on the corner of the 
stage — they develop the 
fight in slow motion. 

Once they’ve got most of 
the fight, he videotapes it, 
which they use to refine 
the movements and re¬ 
member the choreography. 
On average, he takes about 


20 hours to develop and 
perfect a two-minute stage 
fight. 

Two years ago, Fon got 
together with eight other 
colleagues — a collection 
of fight directors, filmmak¬ 
ers and other professionals 
— to create Riot Act. This 
group offers fight directing 
services for theatre and 
film (the company is doing 
numerous shows at the 
Stratford Shakespeare Fes¬ 
tival next summer) and al¬ 
so makes its own short 
films, which they’ve start¬ 
ed winning awards for. 

When he’s not working 
or teaching stage combat at 
George Brown College, Fon 
is keeping fit. He cycles, 
does gymnastics, practises 
martial arts (he’s got a 
black belt in Woo Gar Mo 
Sut) and develops fights 


The Lowdown 


Job title: Fight director 
Salary: About $400 for 
theatre, $600 and more a day 
for film and TV 
Education: Skills in some 
form of combat, plus an un¬ 
derstanding of acting 
Best part of the job: “Seeing 
the moments work." 

Worst part of the job: “Wait¬ 
ing to get the green light on 
projects." 

with his colleagues from 
Riot Act. “Now that I’m 41, 
1 have to keep myself in 
shape, otherwise 1 won’t be 
able to perform at my best 
or keep up with my stu¬ 
dents.” 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She's now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 


One-in-five plan to change jobs in 2009 


EMPLOYMENT Even with 
slower hiring predicted for 
2009,19 per cent of work¬ 
ers say finding a new job is 
on their list of New Year’s 
resolutions and the same 
amount say they actually 
plan to leave their current 
job before the end of the 
year, according to Career- 
Builder.com’s latest 
survey. Additionally, six-in- 
ten workers say the econo¬ 
my and the tightening job 
market are not making 
them hold off on their 
plans to change jobs. 

Workers cited a variety 


of reasons for wanting to 
leave their jobs in the new 
year, with the most work¬ 
ers, 49 per cent, reporting 
that better pay and/or ca¬ 
reer advancement oppor¬ 
tunities are the primary 
reasons they plan to leave 
their current positions. 

Fourteen per cent are 
looking for an 
environment where they 
feel more appreciated and 
10 per cent want to work 
for a company that is mak¬ 
ing a difference. Seven per 
cent of workers are elect¬ 
ing to change careers en¬ 


tirely, while three per cent 
say they are leaving their 
jobs because they want 
more flexibility or plan to 
go back to school. Looking 
at key factors that 
influence job satisfaction 
and company loyalty, 
workers reported the fol¬ 
lowing: 

PAY: A quarter of 
workers are dissatisfied or 
very dissatisfied with their 

pay. 

CAREER ADVANCEMENT: 

Twenty-six per cent of 
workers are dissatisfied or 
very dissatisfied with the 


career advancement 
opportunities provided by 
their current employers. 

WORK/LIFE BALANCE: 

Eighteen per cent of work¬ 
ers are dissatisfied with 
work/life balance and 54 
per cent report their work¬ 
loads have increased over 
the last six months. 

TRAINING/LEARNING: 
Twenty-three per cent of 
workers are dissatisfied or 
veiy dissatisfied with 
training and learning op¬ 
portunities provided by 
their current employers. 
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High School Musical star ties the knot 

High School Musical star KayCee Stroh married boyfriend Ben Higginson in a private Mormon 
ceremony at the Salt Lake Temple on Friday in Salt Lake City, Utah, people.com 
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Fergie weds 


Black Eyed Peas singer 
Fergie and actor Josh 
Duhamel were married 
Saturday at the Church 
^ V ^ Estates Vineyards in Malibu, 


Calif. 


PEOPLE.COM 
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YOU COULD 


Slumdog hits awards jackpot 


Odette Yustman in The Unborn. 

into our world. 

It’s not a terrible setup, 
but after the opening 
scenes the plot gets so 
strained and confusing that 
eveiything from Nazism to 
possessed dogs end up tied 
into the haunting. 

While the dialogue is im¬ 
possible to deliver truthful¬ 
ly, the cast still manages to 
make it worse. 

Yustman shows why she 
was hired via a variety of 
scenes in which she’s lov¬ 
ingly photographed in her 
underwear, but she stum¬ 
bles eveiy time she tries to 


emote. 

The only person in the 
movie who can act is Gary 
Oldman, though he’s visibly 
bored. It’s the low point of 
his career. 

This is Goyer’s first 
straight horror film, and he 
is obviously a fan of the 
genre, because he steals 
from older and better hor¬ 
ror movies in practically 
eveiy scene. 

Hopefully he ripped off 
all the horror movies he 
liked this time, and has 
nothing left to “inspire” an¬ 
other outing in the genre. 


1 Of 40 

DOUBLE PASSES 
TO SEE AN 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING OF 


A horror show, indeed 


ONLY IN THEATRES JAN I ARY 30 


The Unborn 

Director: David Coyer 
Stars: Odette Yustman, 
Gary Oldman _ 

Classification: 14A 
Rating: ® 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


All the trailers claiming 
The Unborn is the latest 
film by ''the writer of the 
Dark Knight” is false 
advertising. Writer and di¬ 
rector David Coyer only 
co-authored a Joker-relat¬ 
ed outline with 
Christopher Nolan years 
before Nolan wrote the 
script. 

The ads for The Unborn 
should say “from the direc¬ 
tor of Blade 3” because that 
far more accurately fore¬ 
shadow the movie’s ridicu¬ 
lous dialogue, amateurish 
acting and cliche-ridden, 
convoluted storytelling. 

Odette Yustman stars as a 
young woman haunted by 
the ghost of her twin broth¬ 
er, who’s desperate to break 


Rags-to-riches tale 
Slumdog Millionaire hit 
the jackpot at the Golden 
Globes yesterday, winning 
four of the coveted awards 
including Best Film Drama 
to give it a leg-up in Holly¬ 
wood’s race for the Oscars. 

Slumdog, which tells of a 
young Indian man looking 
for love and compet¬ 
ing for money on a 
television game 
show, also 
earned awards 
for director 
Danny 
screenwriter 
Simon Beau- 
foy and com¬ 
poser A.R. Rah¬ 
man for Best Musi¬ 
cal Score. 

In other maj 
honors, director 
Woody Allen’s V 
Cristina Barcelona was 
named Best Film Musi¬ 
cal or Comedy. 


Kate Winslet grabbed 
two Golden Globes, one for 
Best Actress in a Drama in 
her role as a frus- 
housewife 
Revolutionary 
and the 
for Best 
Supporting Ac- 
playing a Ger¬ 
man woman 
with a hid- 
past in 
The Reader. 

Mickey 
Rourke was 
named Best 
ctor in a 
Film Dra- 
^ma with 
[The 

(Wrestler 
land 
[Heath 
[Ledger, 

Kate 
Winslet 




Winners 


MOTION PICTURES 

• BEST DRAMA: Slumdog 
Millionaire 

• BEST COMEDY OR MUSI¬ 
CAL: Vicky Cristina Barce¬ 
lona 

• BEST ACTRESS, DRAMA: 
Kate Winslet, Revolutionary 
Road 

• BEST ACTOR, DRAMA: 
Mickey Rourke, The 
Wrestler 

TELEVISION 

• BEST DRAMA: Mad Men 

• BEST COMEDY: 30 Rock 

• BEST ACTOR, DRAMA: 
Gabriel Byrne, In Treatment 

• BEST ACTRESS, DRAMA: 
Anna Paquin, True Blood 


who died of an accidental 
drug overdose last year, 
was named Best Support¬ 
ing Actor for playing the 
Joker in The Dark Knight. 


She’s an executive on the move. 

But her career is taking her a little farther than she expected. 


Award winner Colin Farrell. 

“All of us who worked 
with Heath accept this 
with an awful mixture of 
sadness but incredible 
pride,” director Christo¬ 
pher Nolan said onstage. 

Colin Farrell won Best 
Actor in a Musical or Com¬ 
edy with his role as a hit¬ 
man in In Bruges, and Sally 
Hawkins was Best Actress 
in the same group for her 
work in Happy-Go-Lucky. 

REUTERS 


For more red carpet photos 
and a complete list of Gold¬ 
en Globe winners, visit 
metronews.ca/entertain- 
ment 


The late Heath Ledger won a Golden Globe yesterday for his turn 
as the Joker in The Dark Knight. 


Award nominees Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie. 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to 
Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest 
closes January 16, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of 
entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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on January 28th. 


MAPLE 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER FOR 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 
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Co-Star couple 

Actor Michael C. Hall has wed Jennifer Carpenter, who plays his sister on the Showtime series Dexter. 
The couple eloped in California on New Year's Eve. usmagazine.com 



entertainment 13 


One long 24 marathon 


I nte lie Vision 



ALL NIGHT LONG: The event 
runners watching the secu¬ 
rity monitors at Yorkdale 
shopping mall earlier this 
week had a running bet 
that Ryan Grech, a 23-year- 
old from Mississauga, Ont., 
who confessed to me that “1 
don’t really watch TV that 
much, to be honest,” 
wouldn’t last the first two 
days of the 24 marathon. 

Global’s publicity stunt 
for the return of 24 to the 
air after a year and a half 
was inspired — a challenge 
where nine fans of the 
show had to stay glued to 
all six seasons of the show 
for as long as they could 
stay awake. Whoever re¬ 
mained alert after 70 hours 
would break a Guinness 
record for continuous TV 
viewing — a record that got 
extended by an hour last 
week when someone in Bal- 


n brief 


COURTS Fugitive filmmaker Ro¬ 
man Polanski lost his bid to dis¬ 
qualify the Los Angeles County 
court system from considering 
his motion to dismiss a 30- 
year-old charge of unlawful sex 
with a minor. Reuters 


The continuing adventures of Jack Bauer returned to the air last 
night with the first half of a four-hour premiere. The second half 
airs tonight. 


Global: 


Styl^ 


Kenya 

Hunt 


Exclusively at 
metronews.ca/globalstyle 


See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 



Tob At Homd' 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415«#916-MC1 
L Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 J 


NEED A MORTGAGE 


7 


Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
for all your 
Mortgage 
Needs! 


780 . 690.4363 


timore managed to break 
the existing record by an 
hour. 

“As 1 started 1 didn’t think 
1 was going to last,” Grech 
told me yesterday, after 
breaking the hew record by 
a further hour on Friday 
and winning $24,000, a 
Sharp Blu-ray player, two 
LGD TVs and the La-Z-Boy 
chair he was sitting in. “24 
hours felt so far away that 1 
didn’t think 1 would make 
it. 1 wasn’t one of the 
favourites, that’s for sure, 
but 1 was able to conserve 
my energy. 

“1 had a game plan from 
the beginning. 1 looked at 
the food that they were 
serving and I’d say ‘Well, if 1 
eat this I’m going to have to 
use the washroom.’ 1 pretty 
much just shut down my 
body for three days, and ate 
a lot of fruits and vegetables 
and a lot of water. As the 


competition went on 1 
knew 1 got stronger.” 

The continuing adven¬ 
tures of Jack Bauer, which 
returned to the air last 
night with the first half of a 
four-hour premiere full of 
the usual conspiracies, ca¬ 
tastrophes and character U- 
turns, is the only show 
Grech says he watches. 

The marathon seemed 
like “a great opportunity to 
start the year off well,” said 
Grech, while he waits for an 
opening at a fire depart¬ 
ment in Ontario. “24 was 
just a show that something 
caught me veiy early on,” 
he says. “1 set that hour to 
watch eveiy week, but oth¬ 
er than that I’m pretty ac¬ 
tive — 1 go out a lot, 1 play 
sports.” 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 


Superclass peeks into world of power 




FOLLOW 
THE ROAR 



Superclass 

Author: David Rothkopf _ 

Publisher: Viking Canada _ 

Price: $ 34-00 (Hardcover) 

David Rothkopf, a political 
writer and ex-Glinton ad¬ 
ministration staffer identi¬ 
fies something that 6,000 
of the world’s citizens have 
in common — they’re 
members of the superclass. 

This exhaustive account 
uses original reporting to 
demonstrate that individu¬ 
als who wield top-tier pow¬ 
er in spheres ranging from 
government and business 
through religion and crime 
tend to share personal con¬ 
nections, location and class 
background. 

Rothkopf not only pin¬ 
points what allows one en¬ 
try into the superclass, but 
also what consequences its 
existence may have for the 
rest of us. 


Bizz Words 

Author: Gregory Bergman 
Publisher: Adams Media _ 

Price: $l 0 . 99 {Paperback) 

Don’t you hate when you 
put skin in the game, only 
to find you’ve been pump 
and dumped by some dirty- 
white-collar marzipan lay¬ 
er? Even if the folks 
around your company’s 
water cooler don’t string 
together such phrases, 
BizzWords will help sim¬ 
plify the semantics of the 
business world for you and 
other jargon-benighted 
folks. At the very least, it’ll 
give you a few laughs. Gre¬ 
gory Bergman, associate 
editor of financial periodi¬ 
cal Equities Magazine, pro¬ 
vides definitions as well as 
history and usage for 
terms he feels are essential 
for today’s gunslingers, dot 
snots and cosmocrats. 


Follow the Roar 

Author: Bob Smiley _ 

Publisher: HarperCollins _ 

Price: $ 27-95 (Hardcover) 

Throughout 2008, ESPN, 
com golf columnist Bob 
Smiley followed Tiger 
Woods doggedly around 
the world. Smiley was dead 
set on understanding both 
the athlete and the man, 
and in diary style, he re¬ 
counts not only the 604 
holes he witnessed Woods 
play, but his own daily ob¬ 
servances and thoughts on 
golf’s golden child. Smiley 
observes why Woods has 
been able to make himself 
one of the sport’s most fa¬ 
mous household names. 

BRIAN COULTON/ 
FOR METRO CANADA 
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Party of Five “The Baby” 

Don’t Forget 

29 FOOD 603 561 

Food Detective 

Road Tasted 

Hell’s Kitchen 

Chef School 

Chef School 

Challenge Birthday cake. 

Food Detective 

31 SHOW 617 522 

Wife Swap 

The Outer Limits 

Kink in Hair 

Kink in Hair 

Kenny-Spenny 

Rent-A-Goalie 

Name Is Earl 

32 DISC 520 505 

Dirty Jobs 

Verminators 

Daily Planet 

Dirty Jobs 

Verminators 

33 SLICE 601 562 

Tabatha’s Salon Takeover 

Tim Gunn’s Guide to Style 

ET Canada 

Matchmaker 

Tim Gunn’s Guide to Style 

Trading Sp 

34 W 602 567 

Style by Jury 

Style by Jury 

1 Will & Grace 

Friends 

How Clean 

Kim 

Love It or List It 

Save Us-House 

35 TLC 521 560 

Jon & Kate 

Jon & Kate 

Jon & Kate Plus 8 

Little People 

Little People 

Jon & Kate 

Jon & Kate 

Jon & Kate 

36 BRAVO 620 523 

Soweto Gospel Choir 

Law & Order “White Lie” 

Without a Trace 

Twin Falls ID 

38 SPIKE 628 584 

Resident Evil ★ (2002, Horror) Milla Jovovich, Eric Mabius. 

MANswers 

MANswers 

CSI: NY (HDTV) 

Disorderly 

40 HIST 522 506 

Escape From Auschwitz 

NCIS “Singled Out” 

Crime Stories 

Battle 360 

Dogfights 

41 COM 626 547 

Laughs 

Comedy Now 

Air Farce 

Just for Laughs 


Corner Gas 

The Simpsons 

South Park 

Mike Birbiglia 

43 SPACE 627 528 

The Dresden Files 

Ghost Hunters 

Stargate SG-1 

Star Trek: Next Gener. 

Deep Space 9 

44 WPCH 294 650 

(6) Lethal Weapon 2 (1989, Action) 

1 Seinfeld 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

On Deadly Ground ★★ (1994, Action) 

46 OLN 411 457 

Mantracker 

Bounty Hunter 

Dakar Ralk 1 

ISurvivorman | 

Mantracker 

Bounty Hunter 

48 TROP 619 525 

What Happen? 

What Happen? 

TV Made, Do It 

[ News Show 

Tube Tales 

What Happen? 

Make or Break 

TV Made, Do It | 

Planet Soap 

50 STAR 621 527 

Relative Madness (N) 

The Tonight Show-Jay Leno 

TMZ 

etalk 

The View Ann Coulter. 

Relative Mad 

52 HGTV 600 564 

Property Virgin 

House Hunters 

Ambrose Price 

Petal Pushers 

Holmes on Homes 

Property Virgin 

Income Prop. 

House Hunters 

65 TLN 700 800 

Distretto Di Polizia 

Raymond 

Raymond 

George Lopez 

George Lopez 

The Sopranos (SS) 

David Rocco 

92 APTN 269 350 

MYTV 

iThe Mix 

La Voix Mechif 

Dancing-Spirit 

Nedaa: Your Eye on the Yukon 

Suaangan 

Sharing Circle 

Cowboy C’try , 

93 VISION 261 394 

McLeod’s Daughters (N) 

Runaway Grooms 

Poltergeist: The Legacy 

The Detective ★★★ (1954, Comedy) 

100 MTV 581 566 

Bromance 

The City 

After 

IMTV Live 

1 MTV News I 

Bromance 


The City 

101 MM 570 580 

MuchTopTens 

MuchNews 

The NewMusic 

MuchVibe 

So You Think You Can Dance 

102 CPAC 512 396 

(6:30) Headline Politics 

Revue 

Question Period 

Prime.-Politics 

Headline Politics 


103 VIVA 526 507 

The West Wing 

Truth, Duty, Valour 

Mediums 

In Dreams 

Judging Amy 

Mediums 

106 RDI 126 730 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI en direct 

Le National 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

Le Journal RDI 

Le National 

Le Telejournal 


critics’corner— 


Sophie 

Ifs a compliment when so 
many people trust you to keep 
their secrets, isn’t it? Tell that 
to Sophie, who realizes that 
she’s carrying around a full 
vault of secrets told to her by 
various people. And it’s getting 
more and more difficult to keep 
straight who told her what and 
whom not to tell what in the 
new episode “An Outing With 
Sophie.” 8:30 PM on CBXT 



Little Mosque on the Prairie 

In this new episode, Amaar 
makes a new friend: reporter Nate 
Shore. They get along famously, 
but a series of unfortunate events 

— all innocent misunderstandings 

— lands them both in jail in ‘True 
Bromance.” 8 PM on CBXT 

Being Erica 

Erica has a university educa¬ 
tion, but she can’t seem to get 
a career off the ground. Maybe 
she needed to make some better 
contacts in school. To test that 
theory, she time-travels back to 
her university days to join an ex¬ 
clusive secret society in hopes of 
getting a better start in the new 
episode “What I Am Is What I 
Am.” 9 PM on CBXT 
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Pink and Hart seen together on New Year’s 

Pink and Carey Hart may have split in February — but they seemed very much together last week, usmagazine reports. The website 
says a source spotted the pair smooching on New Year's Eve — and says they spent the entire weekend together, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


Craig is down to 
earth, says Schreiber 


CAREER Liev Schreiber and 
Daniel Craig got “really sil¬ 
ly” on the set of new movie 
Defiance, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

Liev admits he was sur¬ 
prised by how down to 
earth Daniel was, adding 
the pair — who play 
Jewish brothers who 
take refuge in the 
forest to escape the 
Nazis during the Sec¬ 
ond World War — be¬ 
came the best of 
friends during filming. 

He said: “1 was 
really 
pressed 
that 
Daniel 


Craig was this major mo¬ 
tion picture star who 
didn’t go to his trailer in 
between takes. I’m accus¬ 
tomed to that with A-list 
actors. They go to their 
trailer and then we all wait 
for them to come out. 

^ But Daniel didn’t. He 
sat with us and told 

I snowball fights and 

f ly. We spent a lot of 
The 41-year-old 


vealed the pair bonded 
over vodka, as consuming 
vast amounts of the potent 
alcoholic beverage was the 
only way they could stay 
warm while filming in 
Lithuania 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 



Allen criticizes 
label’s lodging 


PEOPLE British pop star Lily 
Allen has hit out at her 
record label for failing to 
make her trips abroad lux¬ 
urious enough, female- 
fir st.co.uk reports. 

The Smile singer claims 
she only made $72,500 US 
from her debut album, 
2006’s Alright, Still, de¬ 
spite the LP going on^ 
to sell nearly twoi 
million copies [ 
worldwide. 

And Allen claims ^ 
she is forced to stay-¬ 
in substandard ac¬ 
commodation 
while she 
abroad pro¬ 
moting her/ 
music, be¬ 
cause exec¬ 



utives at Emi Records re¬ 
fuse to pay for her to stay 
in expensive hotels, the 
website adds. 

“Twenty years ago. I’d 
have been booked in at the 
Ritz with five grams of co¬ 
caine on my table and 10 
bunches of flowers. Some 
new clothes. A chauffeur 
on 24-hour call,” the we- 
biste quotes her as say¬ 
ing. 

“1 ask for a hotel in 
Paris and 1 get a two-star 
place in the eighth ar- 
rondissement on my 
own. I’m like ‘Do you 
want me to get 
raped and 

killed?”’ 

METRO NEWS 


Lohan upset 
over film roles 

CAREER Lindsay Lohan is 
annoyed she doesn’t win 
as many film roles as Scar¬ 
lett Johansson — because 
she is convinced she 
works just as hard as the 
Lost in Translation star, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

Lohan fears she isn’t tak¬ 
en seriously by 
filmmakers because the 
last few turbulent years of 
her life — in which she 
was arrested for drink 
driving and spent time in 
rehab — tarnished her 

reputation as a 
T serious 
lactress, the 
' website says. 




Cruise loves a 
challenge 


CAREER Tom Cruise always 
wants to challenge himself 
with the roles he takes on, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The 46-year-old actor — 
who plays Colonel Claus 
von Stauffenberg in new 
movie Valkyrie, which tells 
the story about a plot to 
kill Adolf Hitler — always 
aims to take on parts 
which push his acting abil¬ 
ity. 

The website quotes^ 
Cruise as saying, 

“The colonel was a; 
very different char-^ 
acter for me to por-' 
tray but I’ve always^ 
taken on challeng¬ 
ing roles. 1 am 
always look¬ 
ing for a , 
good 
movie 
and 1 , 
have al¬ 
ways 



wanted to challenge my¬ 
self 1 just want to keep 
growing as an artist and 1 
don’t think that has ever 
changed.” 

Cruise also revealed he 
wasn’t put off starring in 
the film by its controver¬ 
sial subject matter, female- 
first.co.uk adds. 

Cruise added: “There 
was a lot of controversy 
but it kind of got blown 
of proportion. Mak¬ 
ing the film was an in¬ 
tense experience. 1 
didn’t know a lot about 
the story beforehand 
and 1 didn’t know the 
level of what this man, 
all the men and 
their families, 
went through, so 
you naturally 
feel that kind of 
pressure. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Paris disputes her 
promiscuous image 


PEOPLE For everyone who 
thinks the name Paris 
Hilton is synonymous with 
promiscuous, well, 
think again, says the 
heiress, intouch- 
weekly.com reports. 

“I’ve only ever 
done it with a cou¬ 
ple of people,” 

Paris tells U.K. 
Glamour, 
pie make 
stories, 1 
mostly 1 just 
kiss.” 

In fact, 
it seems 
Paris is 
a rules 



girl when it comes down to 
it, adds the website. “1 
think it’s important to play 
hard to get,” she advises. 
“Nobody wants the 
^fake Prada bag — they 
Ip want the brand-new 
bag that no one can 
get and is the most ex¬ 
pensive. If you give it 
\ up to a guy, he 
won’t respect you. 
He’ll want you 
much more if he 
can’t have you.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Burke happy for 
Dandng co-stars 

RELATIONSHIPS Broolce 
Burke was among those 
not surprised by the 
engagement of Dancing 
With the Stars’ Karina 
Smirnoff and Maksim 
Chmerkovskiy, 
people.com reports. 

“You could see the 
chemistiy,” Burke, 37, 
Dancing’s Season 7 
champ, told the magazine 
in Las Vegas Friday night. 
“I’m really happy for them 
and 1 hope it works out.” 

The two professional 
dancers became engaged 
^in Las Vegas 
at Wynn Las 
I Vegas on 
1 New Year’s 
|Eve. 



Hathway takes 
accidental punch 

FILMING During the filming 
of their big fight scene in 
Bride Wars, it seems Kate 
Hudson and Anne Hathway 
got a little carried away, in- 
touchweekly.com reports. 

“We were really tired, 
and 1 had this big rock on 
my finger. 1 whacked Annie 
in the face so hard,” Kate 
admitted on the Rachael 
Ray show last week. “She 
was like, ‘No, no, keep go¬ 
ing’ because she was so into 
it. Two hours later, she’s sit¬ 
ting in the back of a car 
with an ice pack on her 
face. 1 was so bad. 1 really 
clocked her.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 
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^Today 

K Light ice 



Tuesday 


i ) Breaks of sun 

2 C/- 8 C 



I Wednesday 

Cloudy, cold 

1-7 V-12'^ 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 





Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Highway 

34 “—Juan” 

5 Wrestling surface 

35 Stroll 

8 Ego 

37 Narrow-necked bottle 

12 Harvard rival 

39 Party bowlful 

13 — Khan 

41 Challenge 

14 Nastase of tennis fame 

42 Weakness of a sort 

15 And others (Latin) 

45 Irritate 

16 Insisted on 

49 Obama, for one 

18 Cunning 

51 Thailand, once 

20 Do relief work 

52 Needing a tiebreaker 

21 Low card 

53 Square root of IX 

23 Links standard 

54 Opposed to 

24 Bearing 

55 Infamous emperor 

28 Garvey or Delany 

56 Joan of— 

31 Eggs 

57 Encounter 

32 Tea variety 



Crossword down 

1 Pumpernickels’ kin 

26 Seasickness 

2 Inauguration recitation 

27 Conducive to courtship 

3 Winged 

29 Japanese drama 

4 Take out of context? 

30 — Arbor, Mich. 

5 Put into a frenzy 

33 Green land 

6 Time of your life? 

36 What an obi accessorizes 

7 Domesticate 

38 Ship’s castoff 

8 Mythical sailor 

40 Snapshot 

9 Site of fabulous wealth 

42 Mideast gulf 

10 False statements 

43 Actress Campbell 

11 Govt, agents 

44 La Scala solo 

17 Intensify, with “up” 

46 Fork feature 

19 Gift concealer 

47 Tardy 

22 Joined, as oxen 

48 Send forth 

24 Wall Street name 

50 Atmosphere 

25 Gabor or Peron 



PREVIOUS DAV S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 



SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25 + min.Keep practising 
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Take Five 



Creamy Vegetable 
Fricassee 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 tbsp (15 mL) olive oil 
8 oz (250 g) carrots, peeled 
and cut into sticks 
8 oz (250 g) new potatoes, 
scrubbed and halved or 
quartered (depending on 
size) 

5 oz (150 g) button mush¬ 
rooms, halved 

1 2/3 cup (400 ml) diluted 
reduced-salt vegetable 
stock 

2 tbsp (25 mL) dry white 
wine 

2 tsp (10 mL) fresh 
tarragon or 1/2 tsp (2 mL) 
dried tarragon 
1 cup (250 mL) frozen 
broad beans 
5 oz (150 g) asparagus, 
trimmed 

1/4 cup (175 mL) light sour 
cream 

1/2 cup (125 mL) unsalted 
cashew nuts 
1 tbsp (15 mL) fresh 
tarragon (optional) 

METHOD: 

1. Heat oil in large flame¬ 
proof casserole dish over 
medium heat. Add carrots, 
potatoes and mushrooms. 


and cook, stirring 
frequently, about 4 
minutes until lightly 
browned. 

2. Pour in stock and white 
wine, and stir in tarragon. 
Bring to boil, then reduce 
heat, cover and simmer 
gently about 10 minutes 
until vegetables are 
almost cooked. 

3. Stir in broad beans and 
lay asparagus on top. Cov¬ 
er and simmer for 6 min¬ 
utes or until vegetables 
are tender. 

4. Lift out vegetables onto 
plate, using slotted spoon. 
Stir sour cream into liquid 
in casserole dish and heat 
through gently, then sea¬ 
son to taste. Return 
vegetables to casserole 
dish, coating with sauce. 
Scatter nuts and tarragon 
leaves (if using) over top, 

SERVES 4 


a 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

A rebel will lighten up. A deal is 
made but it won’t last forever. 
Eliminate weariness with exer¬ 
cise and vitamin. 



LIBRA ^ 

SEPT23-OCT23 

You’ re rewarded for playing 
fairly. Make an effort to nurse 
someone back to health. A win¬ 
ning argument unsettles a 
leader. 


TAURUS 
APRIL 21 -MAY 21 




A lonely person must accept a 
love affair. Don’ t be hostile 
when a tantrum is thrown. 
You’ 11 be absent-minded at 
night. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 



A relative wants to get married. 
There’s only one way out of a 
situation. Professional changes 
are looming. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



Your enthusiasm will affect 
gloomy people. A hypocritical 
female has lots of gossip. Your 
income becomes an issue. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


Therapy is needed to improve 
family harmony. A scam artist 
is calm and reasonable. A self- 
improvement project may be 
excessive. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Being overly idealistic with 
friends will create problems. 
Don’t interfere in a street fight. 
You can create a remarkable 
change for the better. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

A man understands a dilemma. 
Somebody’s unstable behav¬ 
iour cramps your style. A par¬ 
ent needs professional support. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

A guardian will grant some¬ 
one’s wishes. An understand¬ 
ing is reached with a prepared 
visitor. A failure to act is misun¬ 
derstood. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

A woman’s unpredictability 
leads to feelings of rejection. 
Make an important purchase 
that you’ve put off. Avoid peo¬ 
ple who are overreacting. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

People leading separate lives 
will come together. Don’t be re¬ 
luctant to part with gloomy vil¬ 
lains. Don’t do an3^hing the 
hard way. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Be creative when pressured by 
money worries. Taking a cost- 
conscious approach will work 
best. Someone will trust your 
instincts. 


This day in history 

JAN. 12,1908: A long-distance radio message is sent from the Eiffel 
Tower for the first time. 

JAN. 12,1915: The United States House of Representatives rejects 
proposal to give women the right to vote. 

JAN. 12,1995: Malcolm X's daughter, Qubilah Shabazz, is arrested 
for conspiring to IdU Louis Farrakhan. 

JAN. 12,2004: The world's largest ocean liner, RMS Queen Maiy 2, 
makes its maiden voyage. 

JAN. 12,2006: Turkey releases Mehmet ALL Agca from jail after he 
served 25 years for shooting Pope John Paul 11. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


iVORDir CrCjRDY^ TRICKY RICKY KANE 

1. 1^11 a on Cervantes- Quixote (1) cIt 

1 1 1 1 1 1 p&lT Ot words 

1 1 1 1 1 1 and DOUBLE TROUBI.K), and 

2. Sleeper Van Winkle’s minor mistakes (1) they will fit in the letter 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 squares. The number after the 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 definition tells vou how manv 

3. Have mercy on Bronte governess Jane (1) syllables in each word. 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 

4. In-a-rut Twain boy Finn (1) 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 

5. One who exhilarates James girl Daisy (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 r 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6. Scarlett’s hubby’s workout clothes (1) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 

7. Harry Potter pal Hermione’s perils (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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